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Cover Photo by Carol Boyce - Whitehorse Creek at Whitehorse Creek Campground
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Our Vision:

The AWC strives to keep the Athabasca watershed ecologically
healthy, socially responsible, and economically sustainable.

Our Mission

The Athabasca Watershed Council demonstrates leadership and
facilitates informed decision-making in the Athabasca watershed by
bringing stakeholders and Indigenous peoples together to promote,
foster respect, and plan for an ecologically healthy watershed that
supports social responsibility and economic sustainability.

Who We Are

The Athabasca Watershed Council (AWC) is one of 11 provincial
Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils (WPAC) representing the
major watersheds in Alberta. The AWC is a Canadian charitable
organization, with a multi-stakeholder Board of Directors that,
through consensus decision making, informs the overall
management of the watershed.

The AWC creates “State of the Watershed” reports and is currently
finalizing the first draft of our Integrated Watershed Management
Plan (IWMP). This IWMP will provide direction to watershed
stakeholders and Indigenous partners on best management
practices to ensure the following “Water for Life” goals: safe, secure
drinking water; healthy aquatic ecosystems; and reliable quality
and quantity of water for a sustainable economy.
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Photo by Carol Boyce - Frozen McLeod River, Cadomin
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Photo by Bromley Chamberlain - Hoar Frost, Fort McMurray

January 2021
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Photo by Colleen Kiselyk - Creek near the Athabasca River
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Photo by Carol Boyce - McLeod River, Cadomin
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Photo by Kevin Gedling - Jasper Lake, Jasper National Park
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Photo by Monica Dahl - Sandhill cranes in flight near Smith
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Photo by Kevin Gedling - Exoskeleton of a dragonfly nymph at Dorothy Lake, Jasper
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Photo by Dustin Clarke - Muskeg north of Klondike Ferry, Barrhead County

July 2021
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Photo by Walter Dick - Clearwater River near Whitemud Falls
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Photo by Darcy & Shirley Zelman - Sunset, Grand Rapids
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Photo by Bromley Chamberlain - Athabasca River, Town of Athabasca
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Photo by Rain Saulnier - Mount Tekarra, Jasper National Park
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Photo by Colleen Kiselyk - Athabasca River upstream of Fort Assiniboine
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The Athabasca Watershed

Precipitation
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What is a watershed?

A watershed is an area of land that receives water
that eventually drains into a body of water, like a
lake, river, or ocean. The boundaries of a watershed
are determined by the topography of the landscape.
Mountains or ridges are the natural dividers of
watersheds.

Water is everywhere. It's in lakes, sloughs, and
puddles. It's in rivers, creeks, streams, and
underground aquifers. It comes from rain, snow, hail,
and melting glaciers. All water flows downhill, and if
that water eventually ends up in the Athabasca River,
then it’s in our watershed.

The Athabasca River is 1,231 km long. It flows from the Columbia
Icefield in Jasper National Park to Lake Athabasca. The Athabasca
River watershed covers about 24% of Alberta (159,000 square km).
Our watershed is a diverse landscape. It contains several distinct
ecosystems, including the Rocky Mountain, Foothills, Boreal Forest,
and Canadian Shield. It is the site of numerous industrial activities,
including agriculture, forestry, oil and gas, recreation and more.

The Athabasca Watershed contains all or parts of 13 Municipal
Districts, 3 Specialized Municipalities, 10 Towns, 9 Summer Villages,
1village and 4 Improvement Districts. It spans over Treaty 6, Treaty
8 and Treaty 10 territories and is the home of many Indigenous
people.

There are many strains on the watershed, including, but not limited
to: surface and groundwater allocations to industry and
municipalities, linear disturbances like roads and pipelines,
pressures on wet-lands and riparian areas, and the many other
human activities that may adversely impact the diverse ecosystems
that reside here.

To manage the water that we all depend on, we must effectively
manage the land that we share. To do that, we must come together
to understand the issues, challenges, opportunities, and blind spots
affecting our watershed. The AWC works to bring stakeholders,
citizens, and Indigenous peoples together to effectively manage the
Athabasca River watershed.



Water for Life Strategy

Alberta's Water for Life
Goals:

e Secure safe, secure drinking water

e Maintain healthy aquatic ecosystems

o Create reliable quality water supplies
for a sustainable economy

11 Watershed Planning and Advisory
Councils (WPACs) undertake four
foundational roles in various levels under
the Water for Life strategy for their basin:

Convener and Collaborator
Monitoring and Reporting
Policy and Planning
Education and Literacy

To learn more about the Water for Life Strategy,
please visit:
www.alberta.ca/water-for-life-strategy.aspx

Life depends on water. In Alberta, our quality of life is tied to
healthy and sustainable water supplies for the environment, for our
communities, and for our economic well-being.

The Water for Life strategy outlines the Government of Alberta’s
commitments to manage and safeguard Alberta’s water resources,
now and in the future. The strategy has been the vehicle for
managing Alberta’s precious water resources since its release in
2003. Because it has been such an effective tool for managing
Alberta’s water resources, the Government of Alberta renewed the
strategy and will implement a renewed action plan. The Water for
Life renewal builds upon the good work already undertaken and
reaffirms the Government of Alberta’s commitment to the Water for
Life approach for the wise management of Alberta’s water quantity
and quality for the benefit of all Albertans. In essence, we are
making a good strategy better.

Water for Life goals and key directions will be achieved through the
Water for Life action plan, which is designed to ensure achievable
and timely outcomes that reflect growing pressures on our
province’s water supplies. Water is an essential resource that must
be protected to ensure future growth and prosperity in Alberta.
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